
 

 

SBU -PRIVACY OR PII 

F, M, and Academic J Visa Processing and Expansion of Interview Waiver During COVID-19 
 

The Department of State has waived, through December 31, 2021, the in-person interview requirement for F, M, and J visa applicants 
qualifying as secondary and university students, professors, research scholars, short-term scholars, or specialists (“academic J visa 
applicants”), subject to certain conditions.  
 
You must meet these criteria: 

• I have no refusals for a visa in any category. 

• I have never been denied a visa or the Visa Waiver Program (ESTA). 

• I am not a Chinese or Nigerian national. 

• I am a resident or citizen/national of Australia. 
 

Choose from Column A or Column B to determine if you qualify: 
 
A. Previous U.S. visa holder (of any category) 
 

 Applying for an F, M or Academic J Visa  

 I have had my 10 fingerprints collected in a previous 
U.S. visa application. 

 

B. Never had a U.S. visa before 
 

 Applying for an F, M or Academic J Visa  

 I am a citizen or national of a Visa Waiver Program 
county  

 
Meeting the conditions above does not guarantee a visa, and the Consulate may still require an in-person interview.  
 
When applying by mail, the below coversheet MUST be completed, and all required documents MUST be submitted. 
 
Mail the required documents (preferably using an Express Post satchel for tracking purposes) to: 

Melbourne and Sydney Consular district applications Perth district applications 

U.S. Consulate General 
Attn: Visas – F M J – [Travel Date] 
Level 6 / 553 St. Kilda Road 
Melbourne, VIC 3004   

U.S. Consulate General 
Attn: Visas – F M J – [Travel Date] 
4th Floor / 16 St. George’s Terrace 
Perth, WA 6000   

 
This is the office that will be processing your mail-in application. It is suggested that you take a photo of the tracking number on the 
satchel for your records. The documents can be posted at the nearest Express Post Box. 
 
Our standard processing time requires a minimum of fifteen (15) business days from receipt of all the required documentation.  
If you prefer to have an interview with the consular officer due to urgent travel, however you are unable to schedule an interview 
date earlier than what’s available online you may qualify to submit a request for an emergency appointment.  

 
• Interview Waiver Confirmation Letter/Coversheet.  
• Intended travel date: ________________________ 
• Application fee receipt: Also referred to as machine-readable visa (MRV) fee. 
• Current valid passport 
• Old passport: showing your previous U.S. visa if not in current passport. 
• Form DS-160: Nonimmigrant Visa Application confirmation page. 

▪ Each individual applying for a visa must have their-own DS-160 form, detailing a unique barcode.  
▪ Previously submitted forms cannot be reused. 

• Photo: U.S. passport sized photo. If incorrect, you will be directed to obtain a new photo. 
• Self-Addressed Express Post Satchel (Plastic Envelope) from Australia Post: This is for the return of your 

passport(s) and visa(s). Paper envelopes from Australia Post, and envelopes/satchels from courier services/companies 
other than Australia Post will not be accepted. It is suggested that you take a photo of the tracking number on the satchel 
for your records.    

• Visa issuance fees: (different from the application MRV fee and SEVIS fee). This fee will only be processed if the visa is 

approved by the Consular Officer. 
        NOT ACCEPTED - CASH, US Dollar checks, Personal or Company checks 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fauspost.com.au%2Flocate%2F&data=04%7C01%7CDiomediEI%40state.gov%7C523694c222944803d16508d8bc2e3b9e%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637466254045511358%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=N0TozdgYJcOynFfR9kGnZ3vWxOcXGBv1QTiSG8K8MVI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ustraveldocs.com%2Fau%2Fau-niv-expeditedappointment.asp&data=02%7C01%7CRonnenbergMX%40state.gov%7C92623e8fa88b499fa66408d816675a0a%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637283980430267120&sdata=sj2rMczqqG7zGhOk%2FIyHqSGBsnm9yk6oshsF2Y9lZLU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ustraveldocs.com%2Fau%2Fau-niv-visafeeinfo.asp&data=02%7C01%7CRonnenbergMX%40state.gov%7C92623e8fa88b499fa66408d816675a0a%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637283980430267120&sdata=aTcbsHhnjiek%2FH44wGlUlXGnQt%2FZd5Yultjae%2BkHwuY%3D&reserved=0
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/forms/ds-160-online-nonimmigrant-visa-application.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/photos/photo-examples.html
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fauspost.com.au%2Fbusiness%2Fshipping%2Fsatchels-and-packaging%2Fprepaid-satchels-and-envelopes&data=04%7C01%7CSydneyVisas%40state.gov%7Cde74293011ca47c2f17b08d8bc1371ff%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637466138984271659%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=MEd3D2MOGU2JC0vC9311uyI0WwsKT5OgVjJ0bvQckl4%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ustraveldocs.com%2Fau%2Fau-niv-otherfeeinfo.asp&data=02%7C01%7CRonnenbergMX%40state.gov%7C92623e8fa88b499fa66408d816675a0a%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637283980430277114&sdata=NWKVUoWIvLtcyfWJIYGF%2BDdO%2BL1NLignxfJfHEVYto0%3D&reserved=0
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▪ Acceptable forms of payment: EXACT amount made payable to the “U.S. CONSULATE GENERAL” 
▪ Australian passport holders:  Please determine if an issuance fee is applicable to you. 
▪ Other nationalities: Please determine if an issuance fee is applicable to you.  

• Other Documents Submitted: DO NOT submit original documents unless indicated as they will NOT be returned.  

 DS-2019 (original only)  I-20  SEVIS Fee Receipt 
    

 
Applicant Signature ______________________________________________________ 

Note: You must submit this cover sheet along with the required documents.  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ustraveldocs.com%2Fau%2Fau-niv-visafeeinfo.asp&data=02%7C01%7CRonnenbergMX%40state.gov%7C92623e8fa88b499fa66408d816675a0a%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637283980430277114&sdata=j0HToatIInj%2BfF6V6i7esNSma1GRjgc6n6MV7lFbnI0%3D&reserved=0
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/Visa-Reciprocity-and-Civil-Documents-by-Country/australia.html
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ustraveldocs.com%2Fau%2Fau-niv-otherfeeinfo.asp&data=02%7C01%7CRonnenbergMX%40state.gov%7C92623e8fa88b499fa66408d816675a0a%7C66cf50745afe48d1a691a12b2121f44b%7C0%7C0%7C637283980430287107&sdata=Zk%2BL2vmV4yNvE9BLnKDj3BZ7Mpm3HJMa9JZylHm%2Bktg%3D&reserved=0

